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(Chips) 
I’m very entrepreneurial so I wanted to start an idea that had been brewing for a while and Paul was 
very supportive and we said, look, let’s give it a shot. Let’s see how far it takes us because we would not 
like to go through life saying, gee, if only we could have done that or we should have and we could have.  
You know missed opportunities. So I started a business and developed a product which we sold around 
the world and then… 
 
(Interviewer) 
What was that? 
 
(Chips) 
It was a cosmetic mirror for the eye care and eye makeup industries and we sold it around Canada and 
the States and Britain and Australia, all over the show. And then I became involved with...Because of this 
product that I had developed… 
 
(Interviewer) 
And that you patented. 
 
(Chips) 
Patented. I had it patented in various countries and one of the few Canadian women...well, at the time I 

was one of the very few Canadian women who owned patents. We hear about male inventors and we 

can all name a whole bunch of them but there very few women inventors whose names just come 

rolling off our tongues. So started an organization or got involved with an organization called the 

Women Inventors Project to encourage and teach women how to take those brilliant ideas that they 

have from the ideas stage through all the process needed to get it successfully out to the market. And 

eventually I took over that organization as well, as the two women who started it retired. And ran that. 

Through the Women Inventors Project, they used me as a case study to show the steps in the process 

that are needed to take an idea to market. And we developed a book that was a “how to” book. And 

then the government came to us, and, the Canadian, the federal government came and said, GOSH, 

you’ve got this book teaching women how to take their ideas but how about our government  
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employers, or employees who very often speak to women and don’t quite know what they’re after or 

how to help them so we developed books for the government on how to help women get over the 

barriers that we face in taking our ideas maybe through the patenting stage, through the codes of 

what’s needed, whether it’s FDA or whether it’s the consumer codes that you make sure you’ve got all 

the right things on the right boxes. And here in Canada, of course, we’ve got to have things in French 

and in English. You make sure that you are doing it right from the beginning. So we developed that. And 

then the SCHOOLS got involved and said, now we’ve got CHILDREN and how do we teach CHILDRENT to 

be inventive and creative and innovative so developed a number of books to help teachers teach the 

inventing. And then [smiling] GIRL GUIDES got involved and said we’d like to have an inventors badge for 

our Girl Guides so developed some books for a teacher’s manual for the Girl Guide trainers and for the 

Girl Guides themselves [smiling]. So those are the books I’ve been involved with. 

 
 


